
BLM Draft 

RMP Concerns

Proposals that may negatively affect 

the county, municipalities, and other 

interested local groups. 



General Background Information

• Resource Management Planning – process and 

implications

• Washington County Lands Bill 

• Current, one-sided, nature of  most comments



California Condors

RMP page 94



California Condors

RMP page 392 and 213 



Loss of  ATV Open Ride Area

RMP Page 320

RMP page 
314

Current open 
ride area

Proposed 
multi-species 

management 
area



Bull Mountain Multi-Species Management Area

RMP pages 313-315

Current 
gold 

mining 
area



Special Recreation Management Area
Beaver Dam Wash

ERMA – Extensive 
Recreation Management 

Area

SRMA – Special Recreation 
Management Area

RMP Page 175

Alternative B



Definitions 
RMP page 156

Map RMP 
page 142

The Beaver 
Dam Wash 

SRMA would 
significantly 

restrict 
recreational 

uses in an 
area that is 

currently 
under the less 

restrictive 
ERMA.



Grazing

RMP page 84



Grazing

RMP page 81



Water Rights

RMP page 56 and 179



The Red 
Cliffs NCA 

borders 
much of  the 

most 
densely 

populated 
area in 

Washington 
County. 

Keeping all 
water on the 

NCA would 
affect 

municipal 
water 

supplies and 
growth. 



Collaboration and cooperation with local governments 

language is removed from alternatives B-D

RMP 

page 57



Northern Corridor Route

Black line – county preferred route

Yellow lines – other routes studied by the county

Pink area – BLM proposed corridor

RMP page 283



Areas of  Critical Environmental Concern
3 New ACECs proposed in Alternative B 

ACECs are intended to 
protect sensitive species like 

the Geirish mallow. They 
would impose restrictions 

on current mountain biking, 
OHV, and hiking areas. 

RMP page 296



Old Spanish Trail Corridor

RMP page 121



RMP pages 
122 & 123



Wilderness Characteristics
OPLMA Language



Wilderness Characteristics
Draft RMP Language

RMP page 255



Eliminated Recreational Uses

• Collection of  fossils and petrified wood

• Competitive equestrian and motorized events

• Metal detecting and geocaching

• Take off  and landing of  remote controlled aircraft or powered parachutes

• * Dispersed camping and OHV use are further restricted

• See Table 2-65



Activities Unnecessarily Restricted 
Eliminating Options When Management Could Address Concerns

• Closing of  grazing allotments rather than management for 
optimum range health

• No new ROWs (rights of  way) rather than management 
through permitting

• Only allowing native seed planting, even after fires, rather than 
project specific seeding decisions

• Eliminating wildland fire rather than allowing for management 
decisions as necessary



Other Possible Sources of  Concern

• No discharge of  firearms in tortoise habitat except during licensed hunting

• Paleontological or heritage sites “projected to occur” in the NCAs will be 

allocated to one of  the following uses: (how are projections made?)



Effective Comments to the BLM

All comments will be considered during BLM’s 
decision-making process, but only substantive comments 
will be addressed in the Proposed NCA RMPs and 

Proposed RMP Amendment/Final EIS. We need 
comments that not only state a preference for 
certain management actions, but also include the 
reason for that preference. Tell us what you think 
of  specific aspects of  the alternatives—and why.

Effective comments refer to specific details of  the draft NCA RMPs or draft amendment. They 
address substantive issues, such as the accuracy of  BLM’s information sources; or provide new 
information; or suggest reasonable alternative courses of  action.

http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/st__george/planning2/nca_resource_management.html



How to Comment

Comments can be submitted in using the following methods:
• E-mail: utsgrmp@blm.gov

• Mail: Bureau of  Land Management, Attention: St. George RMP 
Planning Team, 345 East Riverside Drive, St. George, Utah 84790.

• Fax: (435) 688-3252, Attention: St. George RMP Planning Team.
• Open House: Attend an open house in September and submit your 

comments in person.

The comment period ends on October 15, 2015.

For Commenting instructions go to: www.blm.gov/sgfo


