
DEFENSIBLE SPACE
Ivins City Fire & Rescue

Recommendations 



DEFAULT STANDARDS

Establish fuel break(s)

*Driveway fuel break

*Remove materials from under decks

*Move/enclose woodpiles

*Remove tree limbs within 10’ of  chimneys 
and roof lines

*Dead vegetation above roof removed



WHO’S RESPONSIBILITY IS 
IT?

* Causes of home ignitions (SIAM):

* Direct flame contact

* Burning embers

* Minimum of 30 feet (or property line) of  defensible 

space up to 100 feet in extreme risk areas (UWUIC) 

* High risk areas 50 feet minimum

* Fire-resistant roofs dramatically reduces a  property’s 

wildfire vulnerability

* Homeowner involvement key!



ACTIONS TO REDUCE 
HOME LOSSES

• Create Defensible Space

• Reduce vegetation and other fuels in the Home 
Ignition Zone (HIZ)

• Reduce Structural Ignitability

• Build or retrofit homes with non- flammable
materials



DEFENSIBLE SPACE 
ZONES



DEFENSIBLE SPACE?

No Way to 

protect these 

homes 



BAMBOO FIRE







INFORMATION ABOUT 
KAYENTA AND OTHER HIGH 

RISK AREAS IN IVINS CITY
• Educating homeowners adjacent to high risk areas with 
continuous fuels about defensible space.

• Ensuring there is fire access where possible.

• Evaluating and implementing fuel breaks adjacent to 
Kayenta

• Wildfire informational signage entering Kayenta

• Initiate a defensible space program that encompasses 
CC&R’s.



IVINS CITY FIRE & RESCUE SAFETY BULLETIN

Sent to 

Kayenta

Residents and 

posted on city 

webpage.



PROVISIONS OF THE UTAH 
WUI CODE

• Administrator / Permits

• Site Plan – Vegetation Management Plan -
Building Plans - Vegetation Maintenance  Plan - Fire 
protection plan

• D-space: 30’-50’-100’

• Ignition-resistant materials & Class A  roofs

• Road, driveway, address

• Water supply

• Maintenance of common areas



MODEL WUI FIRE
CODES

• International Wildland-Urban Interface  Code

• NFPA 1144 Standard for Reducing Structure  

Ignition Hazards from Wildland Fire

• NFPA 1141 Standard for Fire Protection  

Infrastructure for Land Development in  

Suburban and Rural Areas



DEFENSIBLE SPACE 
CHECKLIST

• Clean roof surfaces and gutters of pine needles, leaves, branches, etc., regularly to avoid 
accumulation of flammable materials.

• Remove portions of any tree extending within 10 feet of the flue opening of any stove or chimney.

• Maintain a screen constructed of non-flammable material over the flue opening of every chimney or 
stovepipe. Mesh openings of the screen should not exceed 1/2 inch.

• Remove branches from trees to height of 15 feet.

• Dispose of stove or fireplace ashes and charcoal briquettes only after soaking them in a metal pail of 
water.

• Store gasoline in an approved safety can away from occupied buildings.

• Propane tanks should be far enough away from buildings for valves to be shut off in case of fire.

• Keep area clear of flammable vegetation.

• All combustibles such as firewood, picnic tables, boats, etc. should be kept away from structures.

• Garden hose should be connected to outlet.

• Addressing should be indicated at all intersections and on structures.

• All roads and driveways should be at least 16 feet in width.

• Have fire tools handy such as: ladder long enough to reach the roof, shovel, rake and bucket for 
water.

• Each home should have at least two different entrance and exit routes



QUESTIONS?
Thank you for your time


