
ORDINANCE NO. 2025-XX            
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING WASHINGTON CITY CODE   

TITLE 3 CHAPTER 2 SECTION 13 - SHORT TERM RENTALS 
 

​ WHEREAS, Washington City desires to regulate short-term rental properties to ensure 
compliance with applicable laws, maintain neighborhood integrity, and uphold the health, 
safety, and welfare of residents and visitors; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Washington City Council finds it necessary to amend Title 3, Chapter 2 
of the Washington City Code to address issues related to licensing, enforcement, and 
operation of short-term rental properties by amending language and requirement of the 
current ordinance in its entirety and replacing it with this ordinance as follows; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Washington City Council has conducted a duly noticed public hearing 
in accordance with Utah State law and received input from residents and stakeholders 
regarding the proposed amendments. 
 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Washington City Council as follows: 
 
Title 3, Chapter 2, Section 13 of the Washington City Code is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 
Section 1.  Repealer.  Title 3, Chapter 2, Section 13 - Short Term Rentals of Washington City 
Code is hereby repealed and replaced as follows. 
 
Section 2. Enactment.   Title 3, Chapter 2, Section 13 - Short Term Rentals of Washington 
City Code is hereby enacted as follows:​
 

3-2-13: SHORT TERM RENTALS 

A.​ License Requirements:  
1.​  License Required: It is unlawful for any person to keep, conduct, operate or 

maintain a “short term residential rental property” as defined and described in 
section 9-12E-1 through 9-12E-9 and 9-14-25 of the Washington City Code within 
the City without a business license for such a unit. A person who owns multiple 
short term residential rental properties is required to obtain a separate license for 
the operation and maintenance of each of those short term residential rental 
properties. 
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2.​ License Not Transferable: A short term residential rental property business 
license is not transferable between persons or structures. Any person holding 
such a license shall give written notice within thirty (30) days to the business 
license official after having transferred or otherwise disposed of legal or 
equitable control of any rental dwelling unit licensed under this article. Such 
notice of transferred interest shall be deemed a request to cancel an existing 
business license for such rental dwelling unit and shall include the name, 
address, and information regarding the person(s) succeeding to the ownership or 
control thereof.​  

3.​ Transient Room Tax: All short term residential rental properties shall be subject 
to the collection of the municipality transient room tax as allowed under Utah 
Code 59-28-101 et seq as amended. Proof of remittance will be required annually 
upon license renewal. 

4.​ Garbage Removal: Garbage shall be removed from the property by the owner or 
property Manager and properly disposed of within twenty-four (24) hours of 
tenants leaving the property. 

5.​ Cleaning Service: Each property shall be cleaned at least weekly while occupied 
and in between tenant occupancy. Each property shall also comply with the 
sanitary facilities requirements outlined for motels in this code. 

6.​ Local Property Manager / Point of Contact Required: All short term residential 
rental properties must designate a local property manager or point of contact 
that resides within Washington County.  The Property Manager or Point of 
Contact must obtain a Washington City Property Management Business License. 
The property manager or point of contact shall be available twenty-four (24) 
hours per day to respond to tenant and neighborhood questions or concerns. 
Each short term residential rental property shall have a clearly visible sign within 
the unit containing the following information:  

a.​ Name and phone number of the local property manager / contact.  
b.​ Maximum occupancy of the unit. 
c.​ Garbage pick up. 

7.​ Owner And Property Manager Responsible: The owner and property manager 
shall be jointly and severally liable for any violations of this article. Any rental 
dwelling unit which is found in violation of this article or any other requirement of 
this code may be subject to penalty of law and/or revocation of the short term 
residential rental properties business license. ​
 

B.  Penalty; suspension or revocation of license. 
1.​ Enforcement provisions. 

a.​ Any owner of any dwelling within the City who allows or permits 
occupation of said dwelling as a short-term rental without having 
first obtained a business license in accordance with the provisions 
of this section shall be in violation of this section and shall be guilty 
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of a Civil Infraction as set forth in section 1-4-1(2) of City Code. A 
violator of this paragraph shall be punished by a fine not less than 
$750.00 per day of each such violation.  

b.​ Any owner of any dwelling within the City, who, having first obtained 
a business license for use or occupation of said dwelling as a 
short-term rental, thereafter operates or permits the operation of 
said short-term rental in violation of the terms and provisions of 
this section shall be guilty of a Civil Infraction as set forth in section 
1-4-1(2) of this Code. A violator of this paragraph shall be punished 
by a fine not less than $750.00 per day of each such violation.  

c.​ Any person who occupies a short-term rental as a guest and who 
violates any local ordinance or state law shall be subject to arrest, 
issuance of a citation, or other civil or criminal process in 
accordance with all state, federal or local statutes, rules, or City 
Code and City ordinances.  

d.​ Due to the nightly/daily nature of short-term rentals, any violation of 
any provision of this section regulating short-term rentals shall 
constitute a separate and distinct offense for each and every day 
that such a violation occurs or continues.  

e.​ In the event of three or more violations of this section committed 
by an owner or guest, or any combination of the two, within any 
12-month period, the City Business License Official is authorized to 
revoke the short-term business license by issuing a written notice 
of revocation to the owner. The revocation of a short-term business 
license by the City Business License Official is an administrative 
decision that may be appealed as set forth in section 3-1-12(B)(3).  

f.​ In the event of a license being revoked for violations of this chapter, 
the owner of the property in question shall not be issued a new 
short-term rental business license for a period of one year, provided 
that a new license is otherwise permitted.  

g.​ In addition to the denial, suspension, revocation, or refusal to renew 
a license as outlined in this chapter, any licensee who shall operate 
a Short Term Rental in violation of this chapter, and/or any person 
designated by the licensee as the manager or person in charge of 
daily operation of said facility who shall permit or allow said facility 
to operate in violation of this chapter, shall be guilty of a Civil 
Infraction as set forth in section 1-4-1(2) of this Code. A violator of 
this paragraph shall be punished by a fine not less than $750.00 per 
day of each such violation.  
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Section 3. Severability.  If any provision of this Ordinance or application thereof to any 
person or entity or circumstance is held to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect other sections, 
provisions, clauses or applications thereof which can be implemented without the 
invalid provision(s), clause(s) or application(s) hereof.  
 
Section 4. Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon 
publication or posting in the manner required by law.  
 

PASSED AND ORDERED POSTED on this 26th Day of March,  2025. 
 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Washington City 
 
Attest by:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ _______________________________​

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Kress Staheli, Mayor 
______________________________ 
Tara Pentz, City Recorder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS OF WASHINGTON CITY, UTAH: 
 
​ ​  
Troy Belliston​ ​ [___] Aye​ ​ [___] Nay 
 
Kim Casperson​ ​ [___] Aye​ ​ [___] Nay 
 
Craig Coats​ ​ ​ [___] Aye​ ​ [___] Nay​  
​  
Bret Henderson​ ​ [___] Aye​ ​ [___] Nay 
 
Kurt Ivie​ ​ ​ [___] Aye​ ​ [___] Nay​  
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